
Primary Source 

 

Definition 
What does it 

mean? 

A piece of information that was created 
during the time period that it describes. 

Examples 
What does it look 

like? 

speeches, photographs, newspaper 
articles, diary entries 

 

The Diary of 
Anne Frank is a primary source 
that describes life during the 
Holocaust.  

 The 
Gettysburg Address is a primary 
source. It is a speech given by 
Abraham Lincoln during the civil 
war.  

 
This quote from Simone Biles is a 
primary source. It shares her 
thoughts on becoming an 
Olympic champion.    

This 
photo is a primary source. It 
documents the inauguration of 
President Barack Obama.  

Did you know?               

The word primary 

means first.  



Secondary Source 

 

Definition 
What does it 

mean? 

A piece of information that was created 
after the time period that it describes. 

Examples 
What does it look 

like? 

biographies, art work, magazine articles, 
text books 

 

 This movie is a 
secondary source. It tells the 
story of Anne Frank’s life long 
after it happened.  

 This book is a 
secondary source. It was written 
a long time after the Gettysburg 
Address took place.   

 This biography is a 
secondary source. An author 
wrote it about Simone Biles.  

 
This painting of the Obama 
family is a secondary source.  

 


